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2009 IFMA Golf Outing  

IFMA's 20th Anniversary Golf Celebration  

August 17, 2009 

CopperTop at Cherokee Hills 

5740 Center Road 

Valley City, Ohio 

7:30 a.m. Check-in 

8:00 am Putting Contest 

9:00 am Shotgun Start 

3:00 pm Dinner 

Visit. www.ifmanorthernohio.org to register 

and more information 

Many unique sponsorships available! 

COMING UP THIS FALLé 

SEPTEMBER 8ð6:00 P.M. 

ñWINE TASTINGò 

AT THE ANNUAL MEETING  

THE WINERY AT WOLF CREEK 

This program is a ñmust attendò 

for all IFMA member (guests are 

welcome to attend).  The chapterôs 

annual business meeting will take 

place at the beautiful and scenic 

Winery at Wolf Creek in Norton 

(30 minutes south of Cleveland 

near Akron). 

 

This tranquil setting is the perfect 

locale for a relaxed and casual 

evening of IFMA friends, fun, 

great wine and snacks.  Weôll taste 

various wines and learn of perfect 

meal pairings for each.  Of course, 

weôll throw in a little chapter 

business between tastings, but be 

sure to mark this one on your 

calendar as seating is very limited. 
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THE YOUNIVERSAL FACILITY MANAGEMENT 

EXPERIENCE 

IFMAôs World Workplace is not just a conference, it is a 

career-altering learning and networking experience 

focused on challenges and solutions that are universal to 

the facility management profession. 

 

This year, IFMAôs World Workplace is offering even more 

programs, opportunities and activities to ensure that 

attendees receive the most value for their limited time and 

budgets. 

 

NEW!  World Workplace kicks off early Wednesday 

morning with the 10:00 a.m. opening keynote session. 

Keynote speaker, Andrew Winston, is the co-author of 

Green to Gold, the best-selling guide to what works and 

what doesnôt when companies go green. Learn how to get 

lean, get creative and get going, using green-based 

strategies to innovate and profit. 

Registration Bonus: Full Event registrants receive a free 

copy of Green to Gold. 

 

NEW!  The Friday closing keynote session has been 

replaced by a series of power speakers, allowing attendees 

to customize their learning experience to topics theyôre 

most interested in. Select from five concurrent power 

speakers addressing the most relevant issues concerning 

the workplace. 

 

NEW!  Attendees have more time to explore new products 

and the latest facility trends with 11 dedicated expo hours. 

The expo floor will open Wednesday and Thursday only. 

No sessions or activities will conflict with expo hours, 

giving attendees the time necessary to discover the best 

solutions for their facilities. 

NEW!  Attendees and their guests can take advantage of 

discounted Orlando attraction tickets! 

 

IFMAôs World Workplace Day at Universal Orlando® 

Resort happens Monday, Oct. 5, 9:00 a.m. ï closing. Pre-

purchase a one-day, two-park ticket for only US$49.99+/

person! This offer is only available through this Web site: 

http://www.universalorlando.com/minisite/

conventiontickets.html. Enter code: IFMA. Limit six (6) 

tickets per purchase. 
IFMAôs World Workplace Afternoon at Walt Disney 

World ® Resort happens Thursday, Oct. 8, 4:00 p.m. ï 

closing. Following the dayôs conference and expo 

activities, World Workplace attendees and their guests may 

enjoy any of Disneyôs four parks with special after-four 

p.m. ticket pricing of US$43.00+/person! This offer is only 

available through: 

www.disneyurl.com/IFMAWorldWorkplace2009 
The Orange County Convention and Visitors Bureau also 

offers exclusive attendee discounts for a number of venues. 

Visit http://ifma.orlandomeetinginfo.com to view offers, 

availability dates and to pre-purchase tickets online. 

THE LEARNING EXPERIE NCE 

New government mandates and recent corporate initiatives 

have charged facility professionals with the responsibility 

of retrofitting existing building space into more energy-

efficient, environmentally conscious and aesthetically 

pleasing work environments. Tips and strategies from this 

yearôs keynote speaker and educational sessions will help 

attendees run their facilities leaner, cleaner and greener. 

IFMAôS WORLD WORKPLACE 2009 CONFERENCE & EXPO 

THE SINGLE MOST IMPO RTANT CAREER INVESTMENT YOUôLL MAKE THIS YEAR 

OCTOBER 7-9, 2009 ~ ORLANDO, FL 

Technology grows at an exponential 

pace, and it can be difficult to keep up 

with. But how do you choose where to 

invest your technology dollars? In this 

economy, you have to be careful with 

every step. 

 ñMany facility managers are 

dealing with reduced budgets and have 

multiple pressing priorities,ò says 

Thomas Vogt, the head of North 

American relations at Hardcat, Inc., a 

provider of asset management software 

and services. ñ[They] have a fiduciary 

responsibility to manage their facilities 

in a cost effective manner.ò When you 

have fewer employees and a smaller 

budget, the latest technology trends 

can help you streamline costs over the 

~ continued on next page 

The Future of Technology in Facilities Maintenance 
by Laura Schlereth                  June 2009, www.lowesforpros.com 
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long term and run your facility more 

efficiently with fewer resources. 

Radio Frequency Identification Tags  

(RFID) software is the ñbrand new 

emerging trend on assetsò and can in-

crease productivity by 10 percent. 

 In the form of tags, RFID sensors 

track and manage objects electroni-

cally by recording information and 

sending it to a computer. They can be 

used to notify a facility manager of the 

shipment and delivery status of certain 

equipment parts, which allows workers 

to find the equipment more 

easily. This reduces search 

time and ensures the right 

material is installed during 

construction or maintenance 

repair.  Lush says the effi-

ciency of RFID technology 

lowers costs and also pro-

vides clarity of technical as-

sets because it tracks why 

and when they were worked 

on.  

Motes 

A more advanced RFID tag 

called a mote has complex 

sensors that record such con-

ditions as temperature, hu-

midity and flow rate, and 

broadcast the data to a remote source. 

Chris Keller, current member and past 

president of IFMAôs Information 

Technology Council and managing 

director for Facilities Solutions Group, 

says that motes are great communica-

tion devices because they deliver spe-

cific information quickly. 

 For example, putting a mote in-

side concrete will alert you to when the 

concrete has cured, so you know ex-

actly when you can build on it. Keller 

says motes are especially useful for 

perishable items, since they can tell 

you how an item is being taken care of 

during delivery so youôll know 

whether to accept it. 

Building Information Model (BIM) 

During construction, a BIM can draw 

up blueprints in a virtual 3D model and 

help a facility manager, engineer and 

architect with logical sequencing is-

sues, or it can build a model of a build-

ing in use. Keller says a BIM can also 

link to an electronic maintenance 

schedule so that a facility manager can 

see when something needs to be re-

placed. This reduces energy costs in 

situations such as when a motor be-

comes less efficient and starts consum-

ing more energy to operate at the same 

pace. A BIMôs data would tell the fa-

cility manager when the motor is 

reaching the end of its useful life so 

that it can be replaced before it breaks 

and causes any damage. 

 Keller also points out that a BIM 

can save on energy because it monitors 

how a facility is being utilized. It 

would allow the facility manager to see 

when the peak time of energy usage is 

(usually in the afternoons). And be-

cause costs usually double when you 

reach a certain point of usage, Keller 

said it would be beneficial for the fa-

cility manager to stagger when people 

take breaks or lunch to prevent energy 

from spiking and increasing costs.   

Shared Servers  

Linc Groupôs use of a portal-based 

server has helped productivity and 

lowered communication costs by hav-

ing a common place to house informa-

tion, according to Lush. Providing a 

great deal of visibility for the business 

and the customers, Linc Group uses 

the server to keep track of proposals, 

post images and manage quotes, 

among other things. ñItôs all about cre-

ating the environment that allows the 

facility manager to connect with the 

company or customer collaboratively,ò 

says Lush. 

 Vogt says that asset management 

software can help facility managers 

proactively manage equipment 

with precision. Certain soft-

ware packages, can secure and 

access information such as 

floor plans or asset details 

(make, model, serial number, 

etc.) remotely from multiple 

locations either through the 

Internet or a shared server. 

Vogt says the automated sys-

tem reduces time-consuming 

and some times error-prone 

work of filling out work or-

ders, purchase orders and 

spreadsheets. The online asset 

inventory is also useful in dis-

aster situations, such as a fire 

or flood, where a facility can 

be severely damaged. The facility 

manager can easily evaluate which 

equipment was damaged and replace it. 

 Use the trends to your advantage  

and takeg the time to evaluate if your 

company is utilizing all its available 

tools, and to ask yourself why your 

company performs procedures a cer-

tain way. He says the quick answer 

ñItôs the way weôve always done itò 

can hurt your company. ñWhen you 

automate something, it will allow you 

to be more efficient in a scenario 

where youôre being demanded the 

same amount of service with less staff 

and less money,ò says Keller. 


